
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Examples of Trustee Op-Eds 

 

Although there are many ways to lend your voice, trustees can impact conversations about higher 

education by authoring an op-ed for a local, regional, or national news outlet. Below are several 

examples of op-eds written by trustees and board members from across the country which vary 

across public and private sectors, large and small institutions, systems and coordinating boards.  

 
Higher ed vital in ever-changing economy 

The Cincinnati Enquirer, August 31, 2018 

By Deborah Platt Majoras, past chair of the Board of Trustees of Westminster College; member 

of the Guardians Initiative Leadership Group  

 

A quality higher education stands the text of time 

Arizona Capital Times, August 20, 2018 

By Ron Shoopman, chair of the Arizona Board of Regents 
 
Higher education is America finds itself on a slippery slope 

Roll Call, June 18, 2018 

By Norman Augustine, former trustee of Johns Hopkins, MIT, and Princeton and former regent 

of the University System of Maryland 

 

Regents to Legislature: Remove threat to higher education 

The Daily Advertiser, June 14, 2018 

By Robert W. Levy, chair of the Louisiana Board of Regents   

 
A degree is still a great investment and the value of college just goes up from there 

The State, June 7, 2018 

By Richard W. Riley, trustee emeritus of Furman University; former S.C. governor and U.S. 

education secretary 

 
Americans are losing faith in higher education. Here’s one way to restore it.  

The Chicago Tribune, April 27, 2018 

By Dennis FitzSimons, trustee at Northwestern University 

 
Transforming Southwest Virginia: Higher education must lead 

Roanoke Times, February 11, 2018 

By Nancy Howell Agee, president and CEO of the Carilion Clinic, and Dennis Treacy, rector of 

the Virginia Tech Board of Visitors 

 

https://www.cincinnati.com/story/opinion/2018/08/31/opinion-higher-education-vital-our-ever-changing-economy/1055584002/
https://azcapitoltimes.com/news/2018/08/20/a-quality-higher-education-stands-the-test-of-time/
https://www.rollcall.com/news/opinion/opinion-higher-education-america-finds-slippery-slope?utm_campaign=Programs%202018&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=63910533&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9RUZz6ZJOEWwyG2hsGAeYMpMi19126O20AlNyT81NCkBNzjjM1WTR6S8lsk-mAPSS-6f0RciEnHtmCjaFOe8Q80v5z-A&_hsmi=63910533
https://www.theadvertiser.com/story/opinion/2018/06/14/regents-legislature-remove-financial-threat-higher-ed/703609002/
https://www.thestate.com/opinion/op-ed/article212655389.html?utm_campaign=Programs%202018&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=63910533&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9RUZz6ZJOEWwyG2hsGAeYMpMi19126O20AlNyT81NCkBNzjjM1WTR6S8lsk-mAPSS-6f0RciEnHtmCjaFOe8Q80v5z-A&_hsmi=63910533
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/opinion/letters/ct-chicago-universities-amazon-uchicago-northwestern-20180427-story.html?utm_campaign=Programs%202018&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=63910533&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9RUZz6ZJOEWwyG2hsGAeYMpMi19126O20AlNyT81NCkBNzjjM1WTR6S8lsk-mAPSS-6f0RciEnHtmCjaFOe8Q80v5z-A&_hsmi=63910533
https://www.roanoke.com/opinion/commentary/agee-and-treacy-transforming-southwest-virginia-higher-education-must-lead/article_47b7de6e-65e6-5da4-9f01-cdca23086987.html


 

To regain support for higher education, trustees need to step up 

The Washington Post, January 3, 2018 

By Richard D. Legon, president of the Association of Governing Boards of Universities and 

Colleges and trustee of Spelman College 

 
Iowa trustees must be champions for higher ed 

The Des Moines Register, November 13, 2017 

By David Miles, trustee of Drake University and former member of the Iowa Board of Regents; 

chair of the AGB Board of Directors 

 
We must work together to keep Oklahoma’s higher education affordable and accessible  

The Tulsa World, August 31, 2017 

By Regent Lou Watkins, regent of the Board of Regents for the Oklahoma Agricultural and 

Mechanical Colleges 

 

Keeping college within reach is a priority for Arizona Board of Regents  

The Arizona Daily Star, August 31, 2017 

By Bill Ridenour, regent of the Arizona Board of Regents 

 
Big thinking for our State System of Higher Education: Recognize the opportunities ahead 

Pittsburg Post-Gazette, February 7, 2017 

By PASSHE Board Chair Cynthia Shapira, Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education 

Board of Regents 

 
Do we value public higher education for Vermonters anymore or not?  

Vermont Biz, January 3, 2017 

By Jeb Spaulding (Chancellor, Vermont State Colleges) and Martha O’Connor (Chair, Vermont 

State Colleges Board of Trustees)  

 
Politics is cutting the heart out of the Public Ivies  

The Washington Post, August 26, 2016 

By Charles Pruitt, former University of Wisconsin Regent and former member of AGB Board of 

Directors 

 
 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/grade-point/wp/2018/01/03/to-regain-support-for-colleges-trustees-need-to-step-up/?utm_term=.14bbf6d2c457
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/opinion/columnists/iowa-view/2017/11/13/iowa-trustees-must-champions-higher-education/859381001/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/readersforum/lou-watkins-we-must-work-together-to-keep-oklahoma-s/article_8a59528f-161a-57ac-be4d-63ca611022c6.html
http://tucson.com/opinion/local/bill-ridenour-keeping-college-within-reach-is-a-priority-for/article_4a64ca5a-c1d4-5763-adb7-bf1c0470eca1.html
http://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/Op-Ed/2017/02/07/Big-thinking-for-our-State-System-of-Higher-Education/stories/201702280018
http://www.vermontbiz.com/news/january/opinion-do-we-value-public-higher-education-vermonters-anymore-or-not
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/politics-is-cutting-the-heart-out-of-public-ivies/2016/08/26/7fa0b338-6af6-11e6-ba32-5a4bf5aad4fa_story.html?utm_term=.e5b1318f9c2d

